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as for a being dear to all or a well-loved kinsman;
and Louis XV reached the heights of popularity.
Statues, medals, allegorical engravings, pictures
and ornaments were a record of the country's
rejoicings.

Forty years before the Revolution the monarchy
saw a renewal of its prestige and a revival of loyalty.
This was due to the sovereign's personal power;
apart from his private life, the political decisions
of Louis'1 reign seemed judicious and intelligent.
After Fleury's death he made a singularly happy
use of his power, setting Cardinal de Tencin at the
head of ecclesiastical affairs, granting privileges to
the Bishop of Mirepoix, showing daring and
gallantry against the foe, dismissing Amelot who
was inefficient and protecting M* du Theil, a worthy
man and a prudent.

He took an interest in the material welfare of his
subjects, deplored the taxes imposed on the working
classes but from which the privileged classes were
exempt, and tried to improve the lot of the un-
fortunate. When he came to Paris people admired
his elegant bearing and the simple kindly way in
which he greeted the crowds through which he
passed*

The scandal of licentious living once removed,
Louis XV seemed worthy of his subjects* affection,
and the future was rosy; the whole kingdom re-
garded with hope and love their young sovereign
so miraculously snatched from the jaws of death.